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IN HONOR OF DARIEN’S 2000

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

HON. JUDY BIGGERT
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 8, 2000

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor of Ed Tomei, the 2000 Citizen of the
Year for Darien, Illinois.

The city of Darien is at the heart of Illinois’
13th Congressional District. It is a central
crossroads for a growing region. Incorporated
in 1969, it is still a young community in com-
parison to many of its surrounding neighbors.
Over the last 31 years a great deal of hard
work and dedication has been invested to
make this community what it is today. The
people of Darien continue to work hard to live
up to the city’s understated motto—‘‘a nice
place to live.’’

Well, I am happy to confirm that it is a nice
place to live, and much of the credit for that
goes to Darien’s Citizen of the Year, Ed
Tomei.

Ed and his family moved to Darien in 1970
shortly after the city’s incorporation. Ed soon
threw himself into the work of improving and
representing the community he called home.
He served eight years as an alderman and
four years as the Fire and Police Commis-
sioner. He became a member of the Hinsdale
South High School Booster Club as well as
the Hinsdale Jaycees. Ed also took part in the
West Suburban Ducks Unlimited Group, a
wildlife preservation organization.

Ed invested countless hours to help make
the creation of the Indian Prairie Library a re-
ality, and he has shown time and again his
commitment to his community. Despite his
heavy schedule, Ed continues to find the time
to play Santa Claus at Christmas.

Ed Tomei put his heart and soul into
Darien—and his neighbors noticed. As impres-
sive as his civic accomplishments are, it is the
words that his neighbors wrote about that
show the true mark of this man.

One wrote, ‘‘he has always exhibited gen-
erosity, enthusiasm, diligence and integrity of
the highest order. . . After thirty years of
progress it’s easy to forget how much of the
smooth running of the City in the early days
was due to efforts ‘above and beyond’ the call
of duty such as Ed provided.’’

Another said, ’’[i]ntegrity, commitment and
leadership are the three traits that comprise
the heart of Ed Tomei’s character and what
make him an outstanding citizen.’’

That is high praise indeed, but praise that is
well deserved. It is outstanding citizens like Ed
that have built the great nation that we live in
today. Congratulations to Ed Tomei, Darien’s
2000 Citizen of the Year. He has made Darien
much more than ‘‘a nice place to live.’’
f

THE FUEL TAX COST REDUCTION
ACT

HON. MAC COLLINS
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 8, 2000

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, with a fill-up at
the gas pump draining more and more of a
worker’s wallet, it is time for Congress to pro-

vide relief to consumers. Congress has the
power to help offset the rapidly increasing
costs that are being imposed on working
Americans, and we must act now.

Today I rise to introduce the Fuel Tax Cost
Reduction Act—a bill to repeal a 4.3 cents per
gallon tax on gasoline. This bill expands on
legislation I have introduced in the past by re-
pealing the 1993 deficit reduction fuel tax as
it applies to all modes of transportation.

Mr. Speaker, this tax was included in the
massive 1993 tax-hike. The purpose of this
tax increase was to ‘‘reduce the deficit’’ during
the time period when the old Congressional
majority was regularly passing deficit-driven
budgets that far outspent each year’s tax re-
ceipts. Since that time, the Republican major-
ity has taken action to balance the budget so
that today the Federal government is running
a positive cash flow. The end of annual defi-
cits should mean the end of ‘‘deficit-reduction’’
taxes.

Today, world oil prices are climbing, and ex-
perts now predict that the price of gasoline will
rise to at least $2 a gallon. American families
need help and this is the kind of tax relief that
will help working families the most.
f

SALUTE TO FEDERAL WORKERS’
1999 COMBINED FEDERAL CAM-
PAIGN

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 8, 2000

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the generosity of our local federal
workers, who participated in the 1999 Com-
bined Federal Campaign (CFC). Federal em-
ployees in the national capital area contributed
a record setting $44.3 million in 1999, far ex-
ceeding campaign goals by 8.5 percent.
Thanks to their generosity, these funds will be
used to help needy people in the District of
Columbia, across the nation and around the
globe. As we know, the CFC provides more
than money, it builds stronger, healthier lives
and communities.

My sincere congratulations to Health and
Human Services Secretary Donna E. Shalala,
who chaired the 1999 CFC and promoted it
through more than 40 visits to federal agen-
cies. A special salute as well to the thousands
of committed CFC volunteers and federal
workers who made this year’s campaign a re-
sounding success.
f

HONORING SISTER CATHERINE
SCHNEIDER ON HER GOLDEN JU-
BILEE AS A SERVANT SISTER OF
THE IMMACULATE HEART OF
MARY

HON. ROBERT A. BORSKI
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 8, 2000

Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Sister Catherine Schneider who is cele-
brating her Golden Jubilee as a Servant Sister
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary on March 17,
2000.

Sister Schneider dedicated her entire body
of knowledge to the educational development

and advancement of children of all ages. She
introduced the fundamentals of primary edu-
cation to younger children by teaching first
and second grade at St. Gabriel and St. Raph-
ael parishes. She continued this advancement
of education with her insightful and thought-
provoking classroom instructions in Religion
and Social Studies at St. Cecilia, Assumption,
Our Lady of Fatima, and St. Laurence par-
ishes.

Beyond the scope of her classroom respon-
sibilities, she continued to enhance the edu-
cational prowess of her students. She self-
lessly did this by sacrificing her lunch periods
to tutor her students who may be floundering
in certain areas of their education. She imple-
mented several student-centered programs
such as the May Procession and the altar
servers to ensure the stewardship and spiritu-
ality of a Catholic education.

Constantly striving to serve her devotion in
all of its capacities, Sister Schneider held two
secretarial positions at St. Augustine and the
Holy Name of Jesus parishes. She willingly
accepted the tasks that were presented to her
and genuinely welcomed visitors to both
schools. She freely served the infirmary pa-
tients at Camilla Hall by simply listening to
their needs and by offering them a kind word
of inspiration. Even as a patient herself, she
toiled with the switchboard as an operator.
Sister Schneider continually served and edu-
cated others which had reciprocal benefits and
values on her own life.

Mr. Speaker, Sister Catherine Schneider
should be commended for her tireless pursuit
to support and value the advancement of edu-
cation and her deep devotion to duty. I con-
gratulate and highly revere Sister Schneider
upon this most glorious occasion of her Gold-
en Jubilee, and I offer her my best wishes for
continued faith and dedication in the coming
years.
f

WE NEED NOT SIT IDLY BY

HON. SHERWOOD L. BOEHLERT
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 8, 2000
Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, the citizens

in my district and across the Northeast have
struggled this winter to pay for their heating
bills because of the extraordinary recent
spikes in the price of home heating oil. The
price of diesel fuel rose sharply, too, delivering
a severe economic blow to farmers, truckers,
and businesses that depend on shipping prod-
ucts by truck. And since just about everything
we wear, eat and use in our daily lives is
shipped over land by truck, the high cost of
fuel took a bite out of just about every con-
sumer’s budget. It’s been a rough winter for
the Northeast.

Unfortunately, it looks like we’re not in the
clear, yet. Recent headlines report that many
experts now predict steep prices of gasoline
during the peak driving season this summer,
making this winter’s crisis seem ‘‘like a cake-
walk’’ by comparison.

Why are we all of a sudden experiencing
such exorbitant energy prices? Are they sim-
ply the outcome of free market forces, the per-
petual balancing of supply and demand? No.
We are being held hostage by oil producing
countries—many of whom have accepted gen-
erous assistance from the United States in the
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